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rytm% BANKER AKit ,TMf BANKRUPT

OY iticiiAitn si'ii.iiAM:. ,
No '.m«' vvpulü fuippösc from the ap-

pcaranco of thinks that.there was any- jhint; unusual happening in the hank. I
It was tnoro Hum an hötir .after elos- !
\nti time and the scores, of clerks
Were engaged- oh the day's a'ceo tints, jSow and then one of the young men
would look

* at' the." clock *

an(j ....-innate
how much longer it would t.ikc hhn |
to dispose of the mass of detailed
work l'ofor» him Wall Street was
inly fifty feet distant, ton it? hum]
inj tout sounded fat away. Tnero
was iitt'c conversation, for the clerks
were well trained. Now and then you!
could heat the scratching of a pen 01
I he cracklo of paper hs lite pa ges of;
uig h timers were turned.

in a little, room tu a fat 'Ornfr Of i
the haul: the president sat at his desk
-.looking. A sheet, which showed tho jondition of the account of one of tho I
hank's clients, was before him. 0c.cu.- jidpnaily he glanced nt it. and when he
did he frowned
For a mild mannered man the pres¬

ident höre a queer reputation. No one
«boüt the establishment ever had seen
Tim angry, hut from high official down
to the humblest clerk there was a
wholesome fear of him. He was cour¬
teous and fair in his treatment of
them, but he had a way of rebuking
«n offender thai made other*., ioath to
merit his displeasure. There was a
^ting in his words at such a time.
.;oftly though lie Uttered them, that
hurt. And then his eyes expressed
so much and suggested so much more

i his r«al feelings.
The vice-president entered and the

uesldent glanced at him Inquiringly.
"1 fear it is as you think.' he raid.
Morse reports that an appointment

has been madh with Clapton, hie coun-
.. for to-nlghl at his home."

.Well wait five minutes more," said
lie president. The vice-president went
rut and the president resumed his

smoking. Ho leaned fur back in hla"
chair as lie blew the smoke ceiling-
ward and seemed to enjoy to tho full¬
est the quality of bis clear. When the
five initiates were tin the vlce-prosl
dent again appeared. "Nothing yet."
he reported.

.-Asl; Roberts to telephone to
Thompson to come here," said the
president. There was a phone on tho
president's desk, but usually the pres¬
ident had others do his telephoning.

"ItobertH tells me. Thompson says he
is too busy to come now; that he'll
be over in half an hour," the vice-
president announced a little later.
"Have Roberta tell him I Bay to come

ai once,-' said the president. The pres¬
ident had ii".t raised his voice. in
fact, he spoke slower than before, but
the vice-president almost ran to car¬
ry the message to the cashier.
A few minutes later u large man,

who had too 'much fat on his frame
for a person under middle age, was
Ushered into the room by the vice-
president. The newcomer was perspir¬
ing.
"Pardon nie," he said, as he came

forward and extended hla hand, "l
would have been here an hour ago but
this has been a terrible day, and J
have, bten rushed to death. I am
sorry if I detained you."

"Sit down," said the president, not
noticing his caller's extended hand; bul
pointing to a Chair In the corner.
Then, addressing the vice-president, ho
said: "We are not to be disturbed
on any account. Understand ?"

Y.-.w." replied the vice-president
Then he departed.
The president threw the stub of his

i (car away and turned to Ills visitor.
"Mr. Thompson." he said, "you owe

this bank $620,000;"
"Yes. I know, arid I'm doing all 1

caii to-"
"Mr. Thompson." said the president

"J know exactly what you are doing.
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j Roberts, our cashier, certified yourI checks to-day. He should not have
I done it. But hero in Wall Street we
Ihave, to take chances, and he foolish¬
ly took too wide a chance with you.
Ho tells me that when your last « heck

¦ for 51SC.O00 came in you promised to
havr: the securities to cover your over-
draft in the hank within thirty min-
utes. is that true?"'

I "Yes. but it has been such a fear-
j ful day," said Thompson, "that we art
; all in a tangle. As soon as I can get
matters straightened out. I'll make m>
overdraft good.'l
"Why lie to mo?" asked the presl-

dent. Thompson flushed and half rose,
hut the stern eye of the banker check¬
ed him.

"I did not come hero to be Insul'ed."
he sputtered as he wiped ids brow inj
agitation.

"Mr. Thompson," said the president,
"you've been on the wrong side of the
market and you're broke. There i.
such a thing as falling honestly and
such a thing as failing dishonestly,
you're preparing to fall dishonestly.
You plan to rob this bank. You took
a desperate gambling chance to-day
in the hope of saving yourself, but
when you did not succeed you deter¬
mined to throw* the burden on us. The
checks we certified were to pay for
stock that was to be turned over to us
after delivery. You have that stock in
your safe now. I want it."
Thompson's face was red. He closed

his fist convulsively as the president
spoke. It was not the spoken word
however, that made, his heart boat sa
fast and made him fearful. Somehow
the eyes of the cold-blooded man sit¬
ting looking at him so keenly, search¬
ing his very soul, as it seemed, car¬

ried more of a message than the word?
themselves, bitter as they were.
"You do me a great wrong." Thomp¬

son declared. "I assure you you are
mistaken. I assure you I mean to
turn the stock over to you as soon as

I can get my affairs out of the tangle
they're In. ThlE has been the heaviest
day the Street has had this year. Just
as soon as-"
"Whv lie to me'.'" the president re¬

peated". "I told you 1 knew exactly
what you were doing. You mean to
rob us. You mean to fall to-morrow
You have an appointment with Clapton
for to-night. He is to engineer it for
you."
"You seem to have been spying on

me. Thompson exclaimed, in a rage.
Then, losing control of himself, he de¬
clared with an oath that it was true
he was going to fall, and he was glad
of it. so long as he could revenge him¬
self on the man who had been so cow¬

ardly as to put a spy In his office to
watch him. He was sorry only that his
debt to the hank was not double, treble
quadruple what it happened to be.
He was not looking at the president

as he talked, but when he did look at
him something in the glint of the pres
ldent's eye caused him to stop suddenl*
and sink further back In his chair.
"Mr. Thompson." said the president,

in the same cold, calm voice as before.
"I have had various experiences with
men of your kind, and they never have

j succeeded In robbing me yet. and you
are not going to succeed now. Let mo

tell you about the first of the lot. 1
was only a young man then. It was
out in Nebraska. I was telegraph
operator in a small town there.a boom
town: one of tho.«-e towns that blossom
in a year and fade in u month. There
was a Jim Crow bank there, and the
cashier gave up his Job, and the owner
of the bank ottered the place to me. 1
didn't know much about banking, and
one of the first things I did was to lend
$6,000 to a cattleman. He was a plaus¬
ible rascal, and he had my confidence,
just as you had the confidence of Rob¬
erts. He needed the money to buy a
bunch of cattle, which he would drive
to Omaha and sell. Well, ho bought
the cattle, and he drove them to Omaha,
and then he came back. The bl'ght
was on that boom town when he re-

i turned. He came Into the hank, smil¬
ing and gay. and chatted with me in
the most friendly spirit. I asked him
about the cattle deal, and he told me
he had bought the herd and had driven
them to Omaha and had sold the lot,
hist had not received as much for them
as he expected. He had made a profit,
hut was a trifle disappointed. Then he
talked about other things, and started
to go away. I cr;l!ed him back. 'Mr;
Jackson.' I said, 'how about that money
you owe us?'
"He laughed. He was a big. raw-

boned man. 1 was about as 1 am now.
but perhaps a bit stronger then than I
am to-day. 'That money'." he said.
'Why, I need tltat money. This town
is withering and is going to blow away.
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The cattle business is no good. This
town is no good. I'm going to pull up
stakes. That S6.000 will come in handy
out in Colorado." Then he laughed
again. 1 told him the loss of that
money would be serious to the man
who owned the bank, but he didn't
care. I told him it meant that there
would be a stain on my name, for I
had lent the money to him, but he
se >h:ed to think that was no concern
of his. We were standing near the
door, and 1 closed it and locked It be¬
fore he realized what I was about
Then, with the- key In my hand, I turned
and said o few things to him. One of
the things war, that I'd get that money
or there would be a funeral. We stood
looking Into each other's eyes a few
moments, und then he lost his courage
and begged me not to do anything rash.

I He thought I had a gun then, but I
only had the big key 1 had taken from
the lock. 'Where's the money?' l
asked. 'I haven't got it,' he replied:
'as G^d is my judge. I haven't got It.'

"I went behind the counter and got
a real gun, and when I got It I put It
on him for the moral effect It would
have. The moral effect of a gun in the
hand of s determined man Is excellent,
Mr. Thompson, I can arsure you. Next
I wert outside and shoved the muzzle
of that gun against the stomach of that
cattleman and told htm to throw up
Ills hands. He threw them tip just as
high as they would go. While they
were up I went through hihi. There
wasn't a dollar in his pockets, and he
didn't have on the money belt that h«
sometimes wore. If the money was
anywhere, it was at his home; so 1
decided to go there His pony was
hitched outside, the bank, but Mr. Jack¬
son had to walk. He never made o
move while 1 was unlocking the door,
We walked across the pra'rle to his
home. It was a long trip, and he had
Jo walk in front of m?. When we got
to his house I made him turn every
drawer upside down, the bed Inside out.
and even overturn his woodpile. There
was not a hiding place on the ground
floor or the attic thru l did not make
him explore, while I stood by. gun in
hand. As a last resort. 1 took him
Int'.i the cellar. There was a lot of
junk there, and he raked that over,
In the pile of junk was a keg.

"In the keg I found the missing
money. Mr. Thompson, there was no
more doubt in my mind when I start¬
ed over the prairie with that man
Jackson that I would get the money
he owed as that there Is that I am
going to get from you the securities
that belong to us. I would not let
Jackson rob that bank in Nebraska
and I'll not let you rob this bank in
New York. Human nature is the same
In the West ns It Is In Wall Street. A
thief is a thief the world over. I am
the same man to-day that I was In
those early days. You are another
Jackson. I want an order on youi
managing clerk to turn over to ns all
the securities that are In your safe
There was $6.789 In that keg and I re¬
turned to Jackson what belonged to
him after our debt had been liqui¬
dated, just as I'll return to you what
belongs to you after we got what bo-
longs to us."

"I'll not be Intimidated." said
Thompson, who showed on the sur¬
face a spirit of defiance he did not
really feel.

"Intimidated?" said the banker. "In¬
timidate you? Why, you craven crea¬
ture, you are trembling with fear
now."
Once more Thompson started to rise

nnd once more when the banker was
ordered to sit down he sank back into
his chair.
For two or three minutes Thomp¬

son sat. and stared at the president,
or looked about the room. There were
no decorations on the walls, for the
room was severely plain. The desk,
with Its equipment, a stock ticker, n

|iat and cOat rank and a few chair.s
were all the furnishings of the pri¬
vate office. Once when the president
opened a drawer Thompson saw a
shining 'object within that mndc him
shudder-
The sl illness of the sound-prool

room, the calm of ti.o man 'at the
desk and the turmoil he had been
through during the day began to affect
the visitor's nerves. He could hear the
licking of the. watch In his pocket and
mechanically he began to count the
bents. Then he studied the face of the
man tit the desk, and somehow he could
see In his mind's eye that same Im¬
placable man. pistol In hand, march¬
ing across the Nebraska prairie and
searching for the money in the out-
tlemnu's house. Then he. got to won-

! derlug who had been tho traitor who

advised the bank of conditions in his
office and of the plans to leave the
bank In the lurch.

He. felt a mad desire to throttle the
traitor. Hut whatever his mind turn¬
ed to It was not long. Always it re-
turnod to the man before him. What
d'd he propose doing? What would he
do If Thompson sprang up and delied
him? Thompson's fast beating heart
told him stielt an act would be e.\-
tremely hazardous. Thompson's ey«
told him. too, that the banker watched
him like a hawk. But something had!
to he done to break the strain, and
Thompson, after swallowing hard sev-
eral times, attempted it.

"1 must return to my office.'' he said.
And when the hanker did not reply to
him he raised* his voice. "I tell you I
must return to my office/!

"Don't excite yourself unnecessar¬
ily," said the president In Ids cold, even
tones, "you may leave here, after the
securities ars in my hands, not until
then. You are verging on the
hysterical now. Calm yourself. That
door ts locked. It will not be opened
until 1 so desire. If you know of any
way of getting out of here until 1
want you to go you are at liberty to
avail yourself of it. The telephone?
It is disconnected. The door? Absurd.
Windows? There are none. I am in¬
clined to think you are not going lo
keep your ointment with Clapton
this evening. Yon and I will remain
here until this little matter of ours Is
settled.-'
"But this is shameful, outrageous,

proposterous!" exclaimed Thompson.
The president did not answer him.

and soon he was still again, it was.
not long before the ticking of his
watch got. on his nerves once more
He wondered how long this torture
would continue. His judgment told

him there Whs no yielding to the cold¬
blooded man at the desk. Nature had
not. given the banker that square chin
withbitt reason. The more Thompson
thought, of the possible duration of his
detention the more acute became his
mental and physical distress.

.1 cannot stand tIiis any longer." h<
acknowledged at last. "I'll write the
order you demand, but 1 warn you now
1*11 tight you in the courts. This is
illegal, unheard of, outrageous."

"We'll lake our chances in the
courts if we have to." replied the pres¬
ident "Don't worry yourself about us
.lust sign litis. I had the order writ¬
ten before you came over."
Thompson looked at him. and for a

moment he fell like tearing the paper
in shreds, but he thought better of it
and signed. Then the. banker touched
a buzzer and soon the door opened and
the vice-president entered. The paper
was handed to him'.
"Now you are satisfied'.'" asked

Thompson.
".lust a few minutes more." said the

president. "The securities will be here
presently."
Thompson sighed. It seemed a long

time, but It was less than ten min¬
utes when the vice-president returned.

"Now. Mr. Thompson." said the pres¬
ident, "if you care to wait while Hub¬
erts examines these, oil well and good.
If you prefer to have what does not
belong to us returned to you In tht
morning 1 11 see that It is done."

Mr. Thompson said lie did not care
to wait. He rose from the chair and
drew a long breath as ho straighten¬
ed himself out. Then, as he passed
the desk to get his hat. he was Im¬
pelled to look into the drawer. A
pistol has a strange fascination for
some persons.
But Thompson did not see a pistol.

Instead he beheld a heavy, massive
Key, highly polished and of old de¬
sign.
The president saw him looking: at

the key. and Thompson was Impelled
to explain.

"I thought that was a gun." he said.
VI could see the-glint of light on a
portion of It from where I sat."
"That's odd," said the president.

"That old key Is my mascot. It's the.
on" that we used In the door of that
Nebraska town I told you about."
(Copyright, 1311. by Richard Spillane.)

Waverly Social News
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Waverly, 1 Vu., February 25.-^Jester
Gray, who has been visiting" friends
in Waverly for the past two months,
left this week for his home in Dela¬
ware.

Mrs. George Hayes, of Franklin, is
visiting her sister, Mrs. v. C. Johnson,
in Waverly.
W. T. Daniel'and R. W. Ohappell and

Mrs. Lucy A. Chappell attended the
Chappell-Rowe nuptials in Fradericks-
hurg this week.
The women of the Waverly Metho¬

dist Church gave a silver social at the
parsonage on Thursday night. .

W. H. Ford and Harvey Fleetwood
were In Petersburg on Wednesday last.

Miss Mary W. ^lay. of Waverly, la
visiting friends in Richmond.
Colonel Robert W. Arnold visited

friends in Norfolk on Thursday.
Miss Glien Rrooddus, of Bowling

Green, and William Broaddus, of Rich¬
mond, spent Sunday with their sister,Mrs. George E. Burt. in Waverly.
Oscar Swlneford and Clarence Stock-

dell, of Richmond, were In Waverly
to-day.
James P. Kllmartln. of Petersburg,

was the guest, of his brother, Dr. P. M.
Kllmartln. on West Main Street, on
Wednesday.
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